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1. From Sahih Bukhari, The Collection of Hadith, naethby
Aisha; trans. M. Muhsin Khan; vol.l, bk. 1, no.3isha was
Muhammad’s favorite wife in his old age.
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William M. Miller

. Willian M. Miller
1919 1962 1995
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Adapted from William M. Miller, A Christian's Response to
Islam (Phillipsburg, N.J.: Presbyterian and Reformed®@9p.
13-40. Used by permission. www.prpbooks.com
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For Further Study:

W. Montgomery Watt,

Mohammad at Mecca (Oxford: Qdfo

University Press, 1953), p. 52.
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Joshua Massey

(Joshua Massey is a cultural anthropologist culgreesiding in the
Middle East, where is is coordinating the developi# indigenous
media to assist Muslim followers of Jesus, prociagnGod’s
kingdom, and making disciples.)
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For Further Study:

Geraldine BrooksNine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic

Women(New York:Anchor Books, 2004).
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1.

10.

11.
12.

13

Histoire Nestorienng€Chronicle of Seejt A. Scher, ed.,
in PO t. 13, fasc. 4, no. 65, p. 581f. The datthef
Chronicleis uncertain; internal evidence suggests either
aftera.n. 828 or 1228.

On the Christian side, the treaty, as quotderafth by
the Chronicle of Seerfpp. 601ff.), extends its provisions
to all Christian sects. Mari ibn Suleiman, a Nestor
historian of the twelfth century, gives a differsmetsion
that attributes the pact to a direct meeting betwee
Muhammad (before his deathArp. 632) and the
Nestorian patriarch Yeshuyab H.p. 628—43); cited by L.
E. Browne,The Eclipse of Christianity in Asia from the
Time of Muhammad till the Fourteenth Century
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1933)1p. 4
On the Arab side, references to the treaty aredd@on
Baladhuri, a ninth-century Persian histori#litgb al-farq
bain al-firag, P. K. Hitti, trans. [Cairo, 1924]). Six copies
of the “Covenant of the Prophet” are still preserire St.
Catherine’s Monastery at the foot of Mount Sindted

by A. S. Atiya,A History of Eastern Christianitflondon:
Methuen, 1968), p. 268.

There are numerous references to Christian Nejréhe
early biographies of Muhammad, especially in ibmats
(707-773) Sirat Rasul Allah(as edited by ibn-Hisham in
the ninth century), trans. by A. Guillaume®se Life of
MuhammadOxford: Oxford University Press, 1955), pp.
14ff. See Guillaume’s comments, p. xviii. See also
ibn-Ishaq’s lengthy account of the Christian depate
from Nejran to Muhammad in Medina, probably based o
later memories, pp. 270ff.

Not until at least 125 years after Muhammadatideo
the first collections of the historical traditiooghis life
begin to appear.

Ibid., pp.79-81. Ibn-Ishaq’s is the first andtef the
early biographies of the Prophet, well documentedte
period after the Hijra of.p. 622 but uncritical about the
years before. Muslim historians used the legend to
indicate recognition of Muhammad’s holiness by a
Christian, while Christians referred to it as prdudt
Christian teaching was the source of the Prophet’s
inspiration.

Ibid, p. 180. These early anecdotes are fronmibie
uncritical section of the biography, the early pdrat
Mecca.

R. Bell,The Origin of Islam in Its Christian Environment
(London: Cass, 1926; reprint, 1968), pp. 57f.

K. CraggMuhammad and the ChristigiMaryknoll,

N.Y.: Orbis, 1984), p. 18.

See the account of his visions in the Qur'amaSu
53:1-18.

“The extraordinary events of the seventh cgntur
completely reversed the role of the Arabs. From a
peninsular people who had played a marginal and
subordinate role in history, they develop into mpérial
race and succeed in terminating the Indo-European
interregnum in the Near East, reasserSegnitepolitical
presence in the region, and carrying the Semitiitiqeal
factor into the medieval world by the foundatioreof
universal state”; Irfan Shahid, in P. M. Holt, &t ads.,
The Cambridge History of Islgnaol. 1 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1970), pp. 25f.
Ibn-Ishaq, pp. 112—-231.

Madinat al-nabj i.e., “city of the Prophet.”

. A.H. (anno Hegirae) 1, therefore A®. 622. On the

problem of correlating the qur'anic and westerrendbrs
and fixing the date, see E. J. Brifirst Encyclopedia of
Islam, “Hidjra (Hijra),” (Leiden, 1987).
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14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.
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“The Jews have their religion and the Musliragen
theirs...Each must help the other against anyoneattiagks
the people of this document,” Ibn-Ishaq, p. 233.

Ibid., pp. 239-70.

The best critical analysis of this period is M/.Watt,
Muhammad at MedinéOxford: Clarendon, 1956); | follow
his interpretation.

See the account and analysis in Watt, pp. 2D4Al80
Ibn-Ishaq, pp. 239-47.

In the later development of Islam, howevemiist be
remembered that, as Goldziher noted long ago, ‘Sthea
[tradition] is the judge over the Koran [Qur’'an], and not the
Koran judge of the Sunna”; |. Goldzihddphammedanische
Suidien vol. 2 (Halle: Niemeyer, 1889), p. 19.

See Bell's discussion of Christian and Jewidluénces on
Muhammad, pp. 100ff.

Browne, p. 14. Historians are uncertain abbetdegree of
Muhammad’s own literacy. He used secretaries. Qinéso
wives (Hafsa) could read and write; two others daeld
but not write.

It is not known when the first translation o tgospels into
Arabic was made. A tradition, repeated by Bar Hebsa
(Abu’l Faraj) in the thirteenth century, relateatthn Arab
prince ordered “a Monophysite named John” to make a
translation around the yeam. 635, but the earliest
surviving frag-ments cannot be dated earlier ti@minth
century; see B. Spulefhe Muslim Worldpt. | (Leiden:
Brill, 1960), p. 26, n. 1. Whatever Muhammad mayeha
learned directly of the Christian Scriptures mustéhcome
from oral communication. See Brilfjrst Encyclopedia of
Islam(Leiden, 1987), pp. 1913-1936ff, amjil (or Indjil,
gospel). Injil in the Qur’an refers primarily toethevelation
of God to Jesus, and secondarily to the Christ@iptires.
Spuler, p. 117.

References and quotations from the Qur'anrara the
translation of A. Yusuf Ali;The Meaning of the Glorious
Quran: Tex{in Arabic], Translation[in English],and
Commentary{Cairo, Beirut, and Lahore, 1938ff.), which is
the work of a committed Muslim. For felicitous Eisgl
phrasing, compare A. J. Arberry in Oxford’s the Wity
Classics serie§he Koran InterpretedOxford, London,
New York: Oxford University Press, 1964). Verse
numbering varies slightly in other translations.

See especially Suras 3, 5, and 19, which areddor
events connected with Jesus. Other scattered nefese
should be noted, particularly Sura 2:87, 253; 4:41%B, 171;
9:30-31; 43:57-65; 57:26-27; and 61:6. For extended
treatments of Jesus as portrayed in the Qur'anGsee
Parrinder Jesus in the Qur'aiNew York: Sheldon, 1965);
S. M. Zwemer,The Moslem Christ, An Essay on the Life,
Character, and Teachings of Jesus Christ Accordtintpe
Koran and Orthodox TraditiofNew York: American Tract
Society, 1912); and Cragg, pp. 100-120.

Muslim commentators have never quite beentable
correlate the statement in Sura 4:157 that Jesusottie,
with that in Sura 3:55, where God says (in litérahslation),
“I will make thee die.” Muslim translations softéms in
English to, “I will take thee.”

W. Muir, The Life of Mohamme(Edinburgh: Grant, 1923),
pp. xxff.

Some, like T. P. Hughes, AnDictionary of Islam(Lahore:
Premier Book House, 1885; reprint, 1964), arguéttiea
Qur'an never disputes the genuine inspiration efNlew
Testament text, but only refers to its distortignChristians
in their reading of it; see article on “Injil.”

Holt, et al., edsThe Cambridge History of Islgmol. 1, pp.
33-35. See also Bell, p. 12f
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